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Program Conference
09:45-10:15

Empfang mit Kaffee/Tee
Laarwoudzaal

Ontvangst met koffie/thee
10:15-10:25

Grußwort/Welkom

Studio

Douwe Huizing (Directeur Drents Archief)
Eröffnung durch den Netzwerkkoordinator/Opening

10:25-10:30

dagvoorzitter

Studio

Dr. Marijn Molema (Fryske Akademy)
INTERREG 5A: Chancen und Möglichkeiten
10:30-10:45

INTERREG 5A: Kansen en mogelijkheden

Studio

Herrie Caspers (Eems Dollard Regio)
10:45-11:45

Towards an agenda for cross-border history

Studio

Prof. Dr. Raingard Esser (Rijksuniversiteit Groningen)
Verbinden Sie sich mit dem Geschichtsnetzwerk!

11:45-12:15

Verbindt u met het Geschiedenisnetwerk!

Studio

Marijn Molema
Mittagessen/Lunch
12:15-13:30

Laarwoudzaal

Möglichkeit zur Besichtigung des Drents Archief/

Kloostergang

Optioneel: rondleiding in het Drents Archief

Parallele Brainstorming-Sitzungen mit Kurzvorstellungen einzelne Teilnehmer und die
Möglichkeit eigene Projektideen zu präsentieren.
Parallelle brainstormsessies met statements van enkele deelnemers en de
13:30-14:45

mogelijkheid eigen projectideeën te presenteren.
Migrationsgeschichte/
Migratiegeschiedenis
(Laarwoudzaal)

Moderator

Marijn Molema

Digitalisierung/
Digitalisering
(Kantoor Douwe
Huizing)
Paul Wessels

Landschaftsgeschichte/
Landschapsgeschiedenis
(Studio)
Antje Sander

Plenum: Fortsetzung Brainstorming – Identifizierung
14:45-16:00

Querverbindungen zwischen Ideen und Initiative
Plenaire voortzetting brainstormsessie – identificeren

Studio

raakvlakken tussen ideeën en initiatieven
c. 16:00-c17:30 Ende mit Umtrunk/Afsluiting met aansluitend borrel

Laarwoudzaal
Kloostergang

www.gesnet.eu
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Mission Statement
Das Geschichtsnetzwerk stimuliert die Zusammenarbeit in Bezug auf die regionale
Geschichte und das kulturelle Erbe in den nördlichen Niederlanden und
Nordwestdeutschlands. Durch das Organisieren von gemeinschaftlichen Aktivitäten
und Forschungsprojekten werden Personen und Organisationen näher zueinander
gebracht. Hierdurch entsteht gleichzeitig auch eine Agenda für die Zukunft.
Unsere Zusammenarbeit trägt dazu bei, die unterschiedlichen historischen
Perspektiven auf die Geschichte des Norden der Niederlande und
Nordwestdeutschlands miteinander zu verbinden. Dadurch arbeiten wir an der
Geschichte eines europäischen Grenzgebietes, eine Geschichte die die Menschen
zusammenbringt und grenzüberschreitenden Kulturtourismus fördert.
Het Geschiedenisnetwerk stimuleert de samenwerking op het terrein van regionale
geschiedenis en erfgoed in Noord-Nederland en Noordwest-Duitsland. Door de
organisatie van gezamenlijke activiteiten en onderzoeksprojecten worden personen
en organisaties dichter bij elkaar gebracht. Hierdoor ontstaat tevens een agenda voor
de toekomst.
Onze samenwerking draagt ertoe bij de afzonderlijke historische perspectieven op de
geschiedenis van Noordwest-Duitsland en Noord-Nederland met elkaar te verbinden.
Zo bouwen we aan de geschiedenis van een Europees grensgebied, een
geschiedenis die mensen nader tot elkaar brengt en grensoverschrijdend
cultuurtoerisme bevordert.
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Grußwort/Welkom and Eröffnung/Opening
Douwe Huizing (Drents Archief), Marijn Molema (Geschichtsnetzwerk/Geschiedenisnetwerk)

The conference started with a welcome speech of the director of the Drents Archief,
Douwe Huizing. He showed a movie about the archive and the province of Drenthe.
Thereafter, chairman of the day Marijn Molema took over with the official opening of
the conference.
Marijn indicated that the conference was organised in the Drents Archief to inform
and inspire people. That is why Herrie Caspers from the EDR is giving a presentation
about the chances and possibilities the EDR can give to others to set up their project.
Prof. dr. Raingard Esser has been asked to give a keynote lecture about crossborder history. Her keynote, along with the current projects, provides a context for
future projects. During the brainstorm sessions there will be a discussion that will
lead to ideas for new inspiring projects, in which professionals can collaborate.
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INTERREG 5a: Chancen und Möglichkeiten/
Kansen en mogelijkheden
Herrie Caspers (Eems Dollart Regio)

Herrie Caspers gave a presentation about the chances and possibilities that the
Eems Dollart Regio (EDR) can provide for institutions to start a project. Herrie
Caspers agrees with the goal of the Geschichtsnetzwerk/Geschiedenisnetwerk which
is formulated in the Mission Statement. The network stimulates the collaboration on
the subject of regional history and heritage in the Northern Netherlands and
Northwest Germany. Through this cooperation, persons and organizations come
closer together and connects the historical perspectives of both sides of the border.
In this way knowledge is gathered.
The EDR was established in 1977 and the area stretches out from the provinces of
Groningen and Drenthe in the Netherlands and from East-Frisia to the Emsland in
Germany. Numerous contacts and networks have been established between people,
businesses and organizations on both sides of the European inner-border. However,
significant obstacles still have to be overcome. The most significant obstacle is the
difference in legal systems. The EDR established itself as the primary source in the
region when dealing with questions of cross-border cooperation.
The EDR wants to
overcome the problem that
occurs through the border
by concentrating on two
themes. The first theme of
INTERREG VA is the
increasing of cross-border
innovativeness in the area
of the EDR. The second
one is to promote socialcultural and territorial
cohesion of the program
area.
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INTERREG VA is a program that is financed by the European Union in order to
support cooperation projects in neighbouring countries. To make possibilities for
INTERREG funding more accessible to the Eems Dollart Region, the EDR developed
their own network project in coordination with the other Dutch-German Euregio’s and
INTERREG partners. The goal of this network is to maintain the good experiences of
older network programs and improve them where possible. The network wants to
bring people together by meetings and events. These can be conferences or
workshops for example. These can happen in several different areas of expertise. It
may mean that schools organize an exchange among their pupils or there can be
exchanges in sport or cultural perspectives. The subsidies that can be granted are
between €1.000,- for small projects and €25.000,- for larger projects. The subsidy
can only be 50% of the total budget. The other 50% has to be paid by the institutions
that organise the project.
What is new to the approach of EDR is that it wants people and organisations to look
pro-actively to a target audience and get input from regional partners. It also wants to
broaden the themes and set up larger networks to reach a bigger public. The
requirements to receive subsidies from the EDR are the following: there needs to be
a Dutch and a German
partner that jointly carry out
their project and their
project needs to be
sustainable in its
cooperation. The contact
persons are Herrie Caspers,
Wubbo Jan Heres and Eske
Kadijk. You can find more
information on
www.netzwerk-plus.eu.
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Towards an agenda for cross-border history
Prof. Dr. Raingard Esser (Rijksuniversiteit Groningen)

Raingard Esser started her keynote lecture by arguing that the concept of national
states is retreating and the concept of the regions is replacing this vacuum, the
concept of the region exists since 1958. The belief of an ever closer union seems like
an illusion in the lights of the current political developments. Milestones in these
current developments are the Brexit and the French and Dutch vote against the
European constitution of 2005. Director of the Institute for Advanced Study in Essen,
Claus Leggewie, formulated this as a deficit in democratic legitimacy of the European
Union. Wolfgang Schäuble said that the euro is going past it’s the tasks of the Union,
which deepened the rift between European countries. According to Leggewie,
regions can renew the old principle of European federalism, they exceed the nations
that act as blocking powers, but they are still close enough to the cultural
characteristics and networks of the people in Europe. Therefore macro and microregions will remain important.
Regionalism is an integral part of cultural developments in European history, in
historiography this is an often neglected or undervalued perspective. However, The
regional aspect is being more and more observed. Regions are used to analyse the
economic, social and structural change within a defined area. This view allows for
greater precision, especially to local and temporal dimensions and consequently
enables a more accurate tracing and analysing of the observed developments.
Regional identities, as well as other identities are constructs, are now a recognised
truism. Scientist no longer need to seek for taxonomies or definitions of region,
regions and regionalism. As Douglas Reichert Powell puts it: “The emphasis is not on
what regions are, but why they are that way, on what they do as much as what is
done to them.”
Processes of cultural transfer, the exchange and the border crossings have been
emphasised in recent years. Each border situation is marked by ambiguity, each
boundary is characterised by the simultaneity of barrier and portal function.
Especially studies that deal with border companies, inevitably emphasize
transparency and transnational moments, in terms of culture, construction of identity
7

and in mentalities. Differences in economic structure create opportunities for crossborder trade and labour mobility with mutual benefits.
In the beginning of this century the EU-funded project EURO CORE CODE has been
developed. This project examines both rational and emotional explanations for crossborder (im-)mobility. Unfamiliarity as well as familiarity are both a pull factor and a
push factor. Scientist are looking to a turning point of attraction and curiosity.
Henk van Houten and Mark Eger published an article on the challenges and
opportunities of the border region. They rightly noted that the border region may not
have led to the construction of a convincing Euregional identity. Although we speak
of a cultural landscape, of a common cultural heritage, the museumising of regions
might be neglecting the dynamics of borders and border regions. Raingard Esser is
careful with such criticism. It also remains important to trace on what divides us. This
stimulates mutual knowledge and is an opportunity to form an agenda that is not in
line with what national institutions have set up as an agenda.
Raingard Esser ends by quoting Claus Leggewie and Anne Lang. They formulated
that Europe can only achieve a viable political identity when public discussion and
mutual recognition of disputed memories are rated as highly as treaties, the single
market and open borders.
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Verbinden Sie sich mit dem Geschichtsnetzwerk
Verbindt u met het Geschiedenisnetwerk
Marijn Molema (Geschichtsnetzwerk/Geschiedenisnetwerk)

Marijn Molema, manager of the Geschiedenisnetwerk/Geschichtsnetzwerk, talked
about the importance of the network. There are many cultural institutions, institutions
of knowledge and lively associations, like museums, universities and archives. There
are also many yearbooks and media in the region. These media and institutions form
a good infrastructure to create a shared perspective on the history about the Northern
Netherlands and Northwest Germany.
The first time that the people in the network met each other was on 14 November
2014 in Papenburg. On this day several topics were discussed, for instance moor
and cultural landscape, integration of amateurs in the archaeological and historical
practice, reformation, relationships, the period of National Socialism, cooperation
between archives, cooperation between archaeologists, the 20th century, migration
and digitalisation. More on this meeting can be found in the report of this day on
website of the network (gesnet.eu).
The subjects of migration and digitalisation were picked as the first two subprojects.
These two subprojects consist of two subprojects of their own. The project of
migration was divided in a project on learning and working across the border and an
inventory on new perspectives on the history of migration. The project of
Digitalisation was divided in HisGIS Leer and Digitalisation of Medieval Old-Frisian
Law. In the section of the parallel brainstorming session you will find an update on
these subjects with a discussion about new project ideas.
The reason why the network wants to get people together is to open new chances for
a wider audience. To familiarize the public with similarities and differences with the
other side of the border.
The second conference is on 6 April 2017 in Lingen. After this conference the
network continues into a new phase, with another subsidy application. For this
application we would like to have new ideas, which we discussed on this conference
during the brainstorming sessions and the plenary brainstorming session.
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Parallele Brainstorming-Sitzungen
Paralelle Brainstormsessies
Migrationsgeschichte/Migratiegeschiedenis
Moderator: Marijn Molema (Geschichtsnetzwerk/Geschiedenisnetwerk)

Marijn Molema starts by stating the aims the workshop. The aims are to formulate
ideas, and possibly to concretize these ideas into draft proposals. We will try to
decide upon the general direction of our cooperation and to decide upon the project
we will be working on in the near future. We can expand the projects already started
by the Waddenacademie and by the Emsländische Landschaft.
Maleen Knorr gives a short presentation of their project on migration of the Dutch and
Germans in northern Germany and the Netherlands. The title of the project is
‘Learning and working across the border’. The focus is on the 19 th and 20th century.
The participants of the project are interested in numbers, but especially in stories of
migrants. Maleen provides several examples of migration movements which are
studied: labour migration to the textile industry in Nordhorn; migration of German
housekeepers to the Netherlands; forced labour during World War II. The idea is to
look into present day migration as well, by interviewing migrants and asking about
their motivation for migration. The idea is to publish a magazine about Dutch-German
migration meant for a general audience.
Marijn Molema proposes to have two rounds of discussion. The first is about the
general direction of the cooperation, the second about the products to be delivered.
Possible directions are the thematic approach proposed by Maleen, and the
inventory of sources conducted by the Waddenacademie.
Meindert Schroor proposes to divide the huge area in several regions. Researchers
familiar with these regions can collect primary sources on these territories. Ideally,
several PhD students would be employed who are researching the different regions.
Richard Paping explains that a network could be either inclusive or exclusive. An
inclusive approach also includes thematic approaches. This will be better for the
network, as more people can participate.
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Bernard Parisius proposes integration and ‘wandernarbeiter’ as themes deserving
further attention. A comparison of the integration of guest workers in the Germany
and the Netherlands could be a future project.
Stephan Horschitz proposes the theme of religious migrants. They came to Germany,
but also moved back. The buildings are still there, which makes it interesting.
Marijn Molema wraps up the first round of discussion by providing a summary. Future
projects should be broader than the 19th or 20th century, they should cover the early
modern period as well. We will both attempt to collect sources and data, and to
analyse some themes into more detail.
Marijn Molema thereafter starts the second part of the discussion. The result of a
short discussion is that projects and proposals could deliver three types of ‘products’.
The first is to collect data on migration and to store this data in a database. The
second is to write a volume on sources on migration in Northern Netherlands and
Germany. The third type could be a collective research proposal for research on
migration in the area.

11

Parallele Brainstorming-Sitzungen
Paralelle Brainstormsessies
Digitalisierung/Digitalisering
Moderator: Paul Wessels (Ostfriesische Landschaft)

Paul Wessels started with introducing the brainstorm session of digitalisation. The
aim of this session was to look at the progress that have been made in HisGIS Leer
and if it is a possibility to export this project to another city.
The HisGIS-program has been developed in the Netherlands. With this program
users can create their own historical maps. Hereby the past can be visualised and
new spatial patterns can be discovered. HisGIS is considered a best practice for the
development of a digital infrastructure for history and heritage. HisGIS is created for
all Dutch provinces and therefore may represent a model for Ostfriesland. The
Ostfriesische Landschaft, the Landesamt für Geoinformation und Landesvermessung
Niedersachsen in Aurich (LGLN), the Niedersächsiche Landsearchiv, the city of Leer,
the Heimat museum Leer and the Fryske Akademy, led by prof. dr. Hans Mol and dr.
Paul Wessels, decided to develop a HisGIS for the city of Leer and it serves as a pilot
project for Ostfriesland.
Dr. Jan Hartmann from the University of Amsterdam and the Fryske Akademy started
to explain what has been done with HisGIS. The basic layer consists of the oldest
most reliable cartographic registration per parcel, which is the land cadastre of 1832.
This cadastre has been drawn on a system of coordinates, so that the all topographic
maps fits upon each other. This fitting is called georeference and is one of the bigger
problems of HisGIS, because it needs to be done perfectly. To check if the maps fit,
two cursors are used. When you select a point in one map, you will find that point in
the other map as well.
In Germany there is nothing available like this, while it can be a great addition to
cities. HisGIS improves the visibility of a city. In the end you can use an Ipad and
Google Streetview and get more information about buildings, parcels and other
places.
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However, it is very difficult to organize. It takes much time and accompaniment,
because all the information and places on the maps need to fit on each other and it
needs to be checked. Also when this project needs to be conducted for the whole of
Ostfriesland, you will need a bigger Data pool.
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Parallele Brainstorming-Sitzungen
Paralelle Brainstormsessies
Landschaftsgeschichte/Landschapsgeschiedenis
Moderator: Antje Sander (Schlossmuseum Jever)

The Geschiedenisnetwerk/Geschichtsnetzwerk has so far no projects running in the
theme of landscape history. This session served as a start to get to know the
participants and to discuss ideas for possible future projects.
The first idea for a project is cultural tourism. There are drowned landscapes,
coastlines, dike construction, mounds and landscape development that are caused
by the dynamics of the sea. The Northern Netherlands and Northwest-Germany are
connected with each other by the sea and by land, these are cross-border elements.
The sea and the land do not stop at the border, but continue over the border.
The land and the sea are not unilaterally. There are rich clay soils and poor sandy
soils. The sea is dynamic, which means that it constantly changes the coastline.
These changes have an impact on the people who live in the region. It is interesting
to examine how people experience their relationship with the sea. In Germany, there
is an active relationship with the sea through the Sielhafens. Germany has the same
kind of relationship with clay and peat. The province of Groningen also wants to build
this relationship as a coastal province.
Klaas Hernamdt explain that the revaluation of the landscape has to be going
through different stages. Before you can start with tourism, you first need to know
what is known about the landscape. Dennis Worst proposes that there needs to be
an inventory as a first step in a project. In this inventory you can investigate which
subjects might be worthwhile to study in depth. These subjects could be clay
landscape, peat areas, story of the mounds, dams and reclamation.
Peter Abbink clarifies that the public is interested in cultural history. The province of
Groningen is involved in Grensland Vestingland, this is an app that informs users
about the history of Groningen and Ost-Friesland between 1568 and 1672 by
showing movies, illustrations and quizzes. Myrthe van Geffen said that you can use
apps and virtual cycling routes for tourism.
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Jochem Abbes explains that on the one hand the landscape is cluttering and that
there are different conceptions about special planning in the Netherlands and
Germany. This effects the way people handle their landscape. On the other hand
there is a museification of the landscape.
The conclusion of the session is that there needs to be preliminary stage for the
theme of landscape history by setting up a commission. This commission is starting
an inventory to be able to make a research agenda.
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Plenum: Fortsetzung Brainstorming
Plenaire voortzetting brainstormsessie
During the plenary continuation of the brainstorming session the moderators of each
parallel session presented the results of the discussion. It informed everyone who
participated to what was going to happen in the next few months in different subjects.
Also to look if there are possibilities to connect different subjects.

Migrationsgeschichte/Migratiegeschiedenis
Marijn Molema (Geschiedenisnetwerk/Geschichtsnetzwerk)

With the subject of Migration history the network needs to elaborate on the first two
subprojects that already started. It needs to focus on frames of periods of time in
history and areas in which people migrated, for example (early-) modern times and
19th and 20th century. Within these periods and areas the focus can be on themes
that show the importance of migration to the public. There are no specific subjects
determined. Next to this, a project can be started that puts facts and sources together
and made accessible to the public or to (professional) historians. This can be a
collection of articles in which the importance of a certain source is explained with a
history or general geographical history.

Digitalierung/Digitalisering
Jan Hartmann (Universiteit van Amsterdam/Fryske Akademy)

Dr. Jan Hartmann explained how the program of HisGIS works in the plenary
continuation of the brainstorming session. How this works is explained in the report of
the parallel brainstorming session of digitalization. The HisGIS of Leer has been
developed in coordination with Stadtarchiv Aurich, Ostfriesische Landschaft and
Manfred Wegner. The idea is that people can walk with their Ipad through a certain
place and get information about that place. However, there is no Google Streetview
in Germany. Which makes it a bit hard to work this out. Also the techniques of
Google Streetview and HisGIS work differently, which makes it difficult to implement
HisGIS. There are no ideas for new projects, except exporting HisGIS to another
German town. HisGIS Leer is serving as an appetizer.
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Landschaftsgeschichte/Landschapsgeschiedenis
Antje Sander (Schlossmuseum Jever)

Prof. dr. Antje Sander stated that landscape history is an interdisciplinary subject. In
the brainstorm session the most interesting aspect was the cultural aspect of
landscape history. An important question that came up was what the mentality of
people is regarding the coastal landscape, but also the cultural landscape. How do
people cope with the coastal and the peat landscape in the Northern Netherlands
and Northwest Germany? These questions are important regarding cultural tourism.
The idea that was proposed during the brainstorming session was to form a
committee that will work out ideas about landscape history led by one coordinator.
The time to work this out during the brainstorming session was too short, but these
are definitely interesting ideas on which new projects can start.
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